
 

 

S¢Φ [¦Y9Ω{ 
Episcopal Church 

Denver, Colorado                       September 2016      Volume 23  Issue 9 
The Lark 

R ŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ wŜƳŀǊƪǎ 

 
hƴŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ǎƻƴƎǎ 
ǿŀǎ ά¢ƘŜ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ {ƻƴƎΦέ  L ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ 
think it was because he and Mom 
were married in September, and it IS 
kind of a love song.  There is a little 
melancholy in it, but also a lot of 
truth.  The words are these: 
 
hƘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎΣ ƭƻƴƎ ǊƻŀŘ ŦǊƻƳ aŀȅ ǘƻ 
December; but the days grow short 
when you reach September.  When 
the autumn weather turns the leaves 
ǘƻ ŦƭŀƳŜΣ ƻƴŜ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ Ǝƻǘ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
waiting game.  Oh, the days trickle 
Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ŀ ǇǊŜŎƛƻǳǎ ŦŜǿΧ{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΧ
November.  And these few precious 
Řŀȅǎ LΩƭƭ ǎǇŜƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ      
ǇǊŜŎƛƻǳǎ Řŀȅǎ LΩƭƭ ǎǇŜƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦ 
 
I see now that it is a song about 
growing older with the ones we love.  
It is a song about how important and 
precious time is, and it is precious 
because it is in time that we find 
room for the relationships that mean 
the most to us. 
 

sacrificial giving.  There are also 
many people who participate in the 
life of the parish, but who have no 
record of giving whatsoever. 
 
A goal of the Stewardship Drive is to 
welcome the faithful participation of 
all of our members, or at least 165 
individuals and families who will 
make that commitment for 2017.  It 
is a noble goal. 
 
However, we have also discovered 
(or perhaps rediscovered) that what 
really speaks to our hearts at St. 
[ǳƪŜΩǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ 
worship.  Worship is at the core of 
who we are and what we do.       
Spinning off of worship are our   
commitments to fellowship, service, 
and formation. 
 
We worship.  We are people who 
worship.  Other things come from 
that, but it all begins and centers in 
worship.  That is what matters.  That 
is what really matters. 
 
+Fr. Doug 

Fabian and I are finding those days 
truly trickling down to a precious 
few, and of course we are here to 
enjoy these days together with you. 
 
At this stage in my life, however, I 
find that I am seeing things with   
different eyes.  There is easier and 
greater clarity in sorting out the 
things that are truly important from 
ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ         
exciting. 
 
One of those matters is the subject 
of stewardship. 
 
When you get this issue of the Lark 
around September 1, we will be   
gearing up for Balloon Sunday, the 
beginning of the Church School year, 
the beginning of the Stewardship 
Drive, and the renewed life of the 
parish after the doldrums of summer. 
 
We have the figures for Stewardship 
2016 that detail the financial support 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΦ  Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ  
anyone that we have a number of 
very, very generous people who   
support the parish with deeply      

S eptember Events 
  

§ 3rd-5th Cherry Creek Campout 

§ 11th Balloon Sunday with Special Stewardship Program 

§ нфǘƘ {ǘΦ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ aŀǎǎ 

I  ƴ ǘƘƛǎ LǎǎǳŜΧ 
2. Youth/Transition news 
3. Transformations 
4. Campout/Paddington School 
5.  Stewardship news 
сΦaŜŜǘ ά!ŘƳƛƴ aƛƪŜέ 
тΦ ¢ƻƳΩǎ {ǳƳƳŜǊ 
8. Staff Information & Service Times 

 

Balloon  

  Sunday!!  
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I usually use this space to offer reflections and updates 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¸ƻǳǘƘ DǊƻǳǇΦ ¢ƻŘŀȅ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘŜǾƛŀǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ 
that pattern a bit to mention an Adult Ed opportunity 
ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘΗ 
 
[ŀǘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ L ǊŜŀŘ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ {ƻǳƭǎ ƻŦ .ƭŀŎƪ 
CƻƭƪέΣ ōȅ ²Φ9Φ.Φ 5ǳ.ƻƛǎΦ L ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ƛƳǇŀŎǘŜŘ ōȅ   
5ǳ.ƻƛǎΩ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜŘ CǊΦ 5ƻǳƎ ŀƴŘ DƻǊŘƻƴ 
Tucker about offering to lead an Adult Ed book study of 
ƛǘΦ LΩƳ ǾŜǊȅ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ Ƴȅ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ Řƻ 
this and on September 25th at 9:00 am we will be           
embarking on a 6 week journey through this incredible 
book! 
 
ά¢ƘŜ {ƻǳƭǎ ƻŦ .ƭŀŎƪ Cƻƭƪέ ǿŀǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ 
1903, only 40 years after the Emancipation Proclamation 
was issued, ending the horror of legal slavery in the 
United States. While it is certainly a work of history, it 
offers deep insights that are clearly relevant in our     
country today. W.E.B. DuBois was, by all accounts, a    
giant in the struggle toward freedom for African        
Americans. He was the first African American ever to 
earn a doctorate from Harvard University and his voice 
has steadily remained prominent among activists,        
including Dr. Martin Luther King Jr, as well as many      
Racial Justice activists today. 
 

Many regard this book to be the most significant written 
ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ 5ǳ.ƻƛǎΩ ƭƛŦŜΦ Lǘ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ŀ ƎƭƛƳǇǎŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ    
forgotten part of American Historyτthe often tragic 
ǎǇŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƭŜƎŀƭ άCǊŜŜŘƻƳέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƛǾƛƭ 
Rights Movement. It offers insight into what it truly 
means to live as an African and an American to white 
folks who are at a severe disadvantage of ever truly     
understanding that reality. He does this through story 
telling, recalling historical figures and events, and        
assessing the subtle and sometimes not so subtle impact 
of it all on the life of the African American.  
 
I hope you will join me in the Library on Sunday,          
September 25th for the first gathering to dive into this 
truly amazing work together.       
 
This is an opportunity open to all adults and Youth Group 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǘ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎΦ /ƘƛƭŘŎŀǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
nursery. 
 
And as always, all Middle and High School students are 
ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ¸ƻǳǘƘ DǊƻǳǇ ŀǘ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎ ƻƴ    
Sundays 10:15-11:30am!  
 
Peace.  
Ben Edwards 
bedwards1985@gmail.com 

Y outh 

T ransition News 
 

Mary Wamsley 

Senior Warden 

In the parish hall on the bulletin 

ōƻŀǊŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ Ŧƭƻǿ ŎƘŀǊǘ  ǎƻ ǘƘŜ 

parish can follow the process of Fr. 

5ƻǳƎΩǎ ŘŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƳ tǊƛŜǎǘ 

to the new Rector. 

We have called an interim Priest, 

The Rev. Barbara Bassuener, will be 

joining us this fall. 

Follow the progress with updates 

on the bulletin board in the parish 

hall.  
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T rans     ormations F  
Gordon C. Tucker Jr., Director of 
Christian Formation 
{ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎ Ƙŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦƛƴŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΦ  
Some traditions are solemn and           
liturgical; other customs are secular, 
whimsical, and sometimes ς dare I say 
it? ς just plain fun.  An example of the 
latter is Balloon Sunday, which we     
celebrate every year in September and 
helps us to inaugurate the beginning of 
our Church School.  A stalwart (and 
sleepy) band of balloonistas arise early 
in the morning to inflate the balloons 
and attach two or three to the ends of 
each pew and elsewhere throughout the 
church.  When the first worshipers      
arrive for the 7:45 service, they are 
greeted with a dazzling array of color 
throughout the church.  Some of the 

balloons inevitably escape     
before they are taped to the 
pews (Free at last, free at last!) 
and drift slowly to the ceiling.  
At the end of the 10:15 service, 
parishioners remove one or 
more balloons, to which a 
prayer request is attached, and 
gather in the Columbarium. Fr. 
Doug intones a brief prayer and 
the balloons are released into 
the azure Colorado sky. The 
balloons float away, to           
ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘΦ {ƻƳŜ       
balloons have made it as far as 
Kansas and Arkansas. It is a 
grand spectacle!  We celebrate 
Balloon Sunday this year on 
September 11th. 

Update on Adult Formation: 
With the resumption of the Church 
School year, we also kick off a new year 
of adult education with a cornucopia of 
classes.  On Tuesday mornings, starting 
on September 6, Fr. Doug and Fr. Jim 
Short will co-instruct a discussion of 
ά¢ƘŜ 9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘΦέ  hƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ 
18, Perry and Bradley Pearce, Co-Chairs 
of the Stewardship Committee, will lead 
ŀ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ 
ά/ƻƳƳƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ²ƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
²ƻǊƭŘΦέ  hƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ   
Parish Hall from September 25 through 
October 30, Ben Edwards, our Youth 
Group leader, will facilitate a discussion 

ƻƴ ²Φ9Φ.Φ 5ǳ.ƻƛǎΩ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ ά{ƻǳƭǎ 
ƻŦ .ƭŀŎƪ CƻƭƪΦέ  hƴ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ 
evenings between September 
21 and October 26, and on    
Sunday mornings from          
November 13 through            
December 18, I will present an 
update on my experiences     
excavating at the ancient       
seaport of Ashkelon in Israel.  
Finally, Jim Robertson will      
present an engaging overview 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎΣ 
Montclair neighborhood,      
Denver, and the Episcopal     
Diocese of Colorado. 

Update on Church School: 
{ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǊŜǎǳƳŜǎ ƻƴ 
Balloon Sunday. Our Church School    
includes three classes: Godly Play in the 
Sacred Space (ages 3-6), Godly Play in 
the Atrium (ages 7-10), and Middle 
School/High School (ages 11-18) in the 
Upper Room (also known as the Attic). 
All of our classes interweave spiritual 
discipline and inspiration with fun and 

learning. Parents are welcome 
to visit any of our classes (but 
sit discreetly and quietly at the 
back of the class) and observe 
what we do.  I invite parents to 
contact me at any time if they 
have questions about the      
program. 

Godly Play session in the Sacred Space 

Balloon Sunday 2015 

Gordy at Ashkelon 2016 



 

 

The Lark Page 4 

N eed a Good Pre-School? 

Are you looking for a PreK or Kindergarten Program? 
Paddington Station Preschool, located across the 
ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎΣ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŜƴǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ п ŀƴŘ р ȅŜŀǊ 
olds for the upcoming 2016-2017 school year!        
Paddington participates in the Denver Preschool    
Program (www.dpp.org), which provides preschool 
funding for all PreK students in the city and county of 
Denver.  
 
For more information about Paddington call            
303-333-9154, visit www.paddingtonstation.org, or     
e-mail admission@paddingtonstation.org. 

A nnual Cherry Creek Campout 

  SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 3 �t MONDAY SEPTEMBER 5, 2016 
Come join us for fellowship and fun.  We can arrive after 1:00 on Saturday  
September 3rd and have our campground until checkout on Monday  
September 5th at 12:00 noon. 
 
We have the Arapahoe Camp Area reserved.  It is a covered area with  

picnic tables, restrooms, lights, running water, 
electricity, and fire pit.  There are hookups for 
campers available, and plenty of room to set 
up tents.  We have always had plenty of room for everyone that wants to 
come. 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǇŀǊƪ ǇŀǎǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ϷфΦлл ǇŜǊ Řŀȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
camping area has already been paid for. 
 

There are plenty of walking trails and bike paths.  There is a swim beach and a whole reservoir for fishing.  The  
sunsets over the mountains are breathtaking, and somebody shoots off fireworks in the city for our enjoyment.  
Bring your campfire stories with you to share.   
LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŎŀƳǇΣ ŎƻƳŜ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΣ ǎƛǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇ 
fire, and go home to the     comfort of your own bed. 
 
The short Monday morning service by Doug is a special time to worship 
together and dance with God in the great outdoors. 
 


